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Tt is a lamentable but well ki&own truth, that, from 
time immemorial, the generality of British Soldiers and 
Sailors have been remarkably irreligious ; and this may be 
accounted for, in a great degree, by the nature of their 
employments, which precludes the ordinary means of mq^ 
ral improvement, and exposes them to the most dangerous 
temptations. 

The ktonetit ^tieHislCjr, «tid unparalleled bratery eff 
BtJti A sftiMrfr^ vender them a ¥ery intet'esting body of 
mein ; and to tbelH &ett wholb nkt^A is deeply indebted^ 
for in wair they httreibeen oii¥ bulwarks, and in peac6 
we are dependant on their perilous tbil fdr tniiny of the 
comforts of life» Yet, «iiitil ktely, tfetireeljr aiiy atteinpt 
ufas made to ameliorate thefr moral condition. EVen 6ri<- 
tfsh benerolence, which embracer eve¥y ebjectof'charity, 
whether at home or abroad, seems to have reg^arded Ake 
moral condition of sailors as hopeless, or beyond its reach. 
But however thoughtless and profaiie they are, when ig- 
norant of religion, we have now ample proof, that sailors 
are not only susceptible of religious impression themselves, 
but, wlien truly converted to God, are capable of greatly 
promoting the Redeemer's kingdom. 

The follow JDg pages afibrd ample preof of this, be-^ 
sides what is witoessed in most of oUr sea perts; where, 
retired from the stormy element, and the din of war^ cffi.' 
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c«ri of the Roy«l Nary, of various ranl^, are leen eaem- 
plyfyiog the cbristian religion in their o^b litesr^nd sea- 
loatiy promoting hamane and religious institutions: 
whilst the " Bethel Flag," as the signal of maritime 
piety, now waves in aTmost every port, and in every cli- 
mate. 

It is well known, that in the course of the late war, 
the French privateers captnr^d great numbers of our mer- 
chant vesseU; and in some of the Spanish campaigns, 
many of our soldiers fell into the hands of the enemy ; and 
as there was no regular exchange of j)Hsoner8, their case 
became eictremely affiictivie, by long confinement, and but 
little hope of release. In this situation, it pleased God to 
visit pur countrymen, by the outpouring of His Spirit, 
and a few pious men (chiefly sailors) were made instru- 
mental in the conversion of many of their <$ompanions ; 
-wd being renewed by divine grace» and emptying their 
time in the worship and service of God» these devont 
captives found solace in religion^ and the time of ioftri- 
sonment, became the happiest perioda of their livea. 
When the return of peace restored these men to their 
country, thej were dispersed in our sea ports, and be- 
.came active in those religious meetings on ship* board, 
which have formed a new era in the history of our sea« 
faring men. 

1 had an opportunity of conversing with many ofthe. 
pious prisoners on their return from France, and could 
not but admire their devotional spirit, and acquaintance 
with the things of God. Some time afterwards, my 
friend, Mr. CavaKAOH, favoured me with the perusal of 
his journal, and permitted me to make the following ex- 
tract; to which I have added the substunee of a Speech, 
which was delivered at the fourth anniversary of the 
'* Devonport Bethel Society," and was heard with much 
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iftterMi hj a Urge and respectable assembly. It is the 
unadorned testimony of John Parker, who has been a 

private sailor in a ship of war, and is now a respectable 

and nsefnl local preacher ; and it exhibits a fair specimen 

of those religious societies which existed in the navj 

during the late war. 

Being desirous that the work of God among our 
countrymen in France, and in the navy, should be more 
generally known, I present the following tract to the 
public, trusting that it may be conducive to the edification 
of pious soldiers and sailers, promote the glory of Ood» 
and encourage ail those who are so laudably engaged iit 
promoting " Bethel Societies." 

ALBXANDEB WEIR. 
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I was born iit Dinglb, a sea-port (own in the west of 
Ireland, December 25thy 1765. My parents were in easy 
circumstances, and being zcaloas Roman Catholics, in- 
tended to make me a Priest. I wlas accordingly sent to a 
grammar school, and made some progress in learning; 
but when the time had nearly arrived when I should have 
gone to France to complete my education for the chUrch, 
my father died ; and this event gave a tarn to the affi^ira 
of the family, and altered my destination. 

Being now at liberty to follow my own inclinations, 
I resolved to go to sea; and Jiecame an apprentice. in the 
merchant service ; and. being free from all restraint, I soon 
fell into those immoral practices which are common among 
sailors ; though not withoat many straggles of conscience; 
for from my cbihihood I h{^d a consciousness of sin, and 
generally felt painful remorse when I had committed that 
which is evil. 

At the commencement of the French war, in 1793, 
I entered the Royal Navy, and was appointed td the 
Queen, of 98 guns; and it was on board this ship that £ 
obtained what I least expected, namely, a.ktfowledge of 
the holy scriptures. There being a Bible served out for 
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each mess, it was my daty, when they were first issued » 
to carry one down for my messmates : bat sach was my 
Roman Catholic prejudice against that book, that I threw 
it down with the utmost contempt, resolving; never to read 
it; and afterwards when I happened to sit at the table, 
near where it lay^ I l^aVe oft§n pushed it away from me. 
After some time, however^ I ventured to look into it, and, 
to my great surprise, I found ^ that the passage which I 
ready spoke of the Saviour in a manner which greatly af- 
fected my heart My prejudice against the bible vanish- 
ed ; I resolved to read it through ; and to accomplish 
this, embraced every opportunity. I felt increasingly 
interested, as I proceeded in reading the scriptures: and 
laying aside my prayers to the Virgin, and other Komish 
superstitions^ I endeavoured to worship God according to 
the scriptures. 

My altered conduct, was soon noticed by my ship- 
mates, andthey began to ridicule and reproach me; the 
Iloman Catholics calling me a turncoat, and others styled 
me a Methodist. The latter term was then quite new to 
jne; and it- was some time before I could find out its 
particular meaning. I at last enquired^ of one of the ship's 
company, whom I knew to be a sober man, and one who 
read the bible, and he informed me that Methodists were 
people who abstained from swearing and other vices; 
and spent much time in prayer and reading the scriptures. 
i was higly pleased with this description, and immediate- 
ly resolved to be a Methodist. The pleasure which I now 
found in prayer, and reading the scriptures, far exceeded 
ejvory fonver enjoyment, and enabled me patiently tp bear 
the ridicule of my shipmates. 

On the memorable first of June, our ship bearing 
ths fla? of Rear Admiral (Gardner, was closely engaged 
ill the acti(>n with the French fleet, and we sufferwl great 
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loss in kitted %nA wownded. Seing atationed oil ftre forc- 
lop, wtben the deafening noise- ofthe battle ceased, Ifonnd 
myself aliofie, the ^hole of Afy companions, about ten !n 
nanrber, being tsither killed or wounded ; and it was ray 
first dnfy to contey the mangled 'remains of some of thefti 
to the deck.. I then fbr a raoment or two surveyed the 
destrootion which was epread around in the two grand 
fleets, and was powerfully affected by a sense of divine 
mercy, and the providence of God in my own preserva- 
tion. Under these impressions I fell down upon my 
knees, and eadeavoored to give thahks Unto my great pre- 
server; and vhongh toy vieN^s <ff trtfereligfon were very 
imperfect, I can never foi^t the pleasing aiBttsatron« 1 
felt, whilst endeavouring to offer unto Gdd the hofnage 61' 
a grateful heart. 

Sometime after this, being on shore at Portsmouth, 
I attended the Methodist Chapel; arid there j by'means 
of a plain and powerful ministry, I was made acqirainied 
with iny own heart, and was led to see the gospel way of 
salvation. Nor could 1 rest, until I obtained a clear 
sense of God*s pahioning inercy, thorough faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. I then joined the Methodist society; 
ami for the manifold advantages I have enjoyed in this 
religious connexion, I trust I shall ever be thankful to 
God. 

1 was now exceedingly happy, heing filled with divine 
peace and joy ; and being desirous to glorify God by al,! 
moans in my power, and feeling a great concern for the 
salvation of my shipmates, I began to endeavour to bring 
them to the paving knowledge of God ; and, by th^ divine 
blessing on my feeble efforts, I succeeded in forming re- 
ligious societies in the different ships wherein I was af- 
terwards stationed, until I became a prisoner of war ijb^, 
France. 

B 2 . 
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In April, 1810, I sailed. from Portsmouth, in H. M. 
S. MeropB, Captain H., for the West India station. Cap- 
tain H. was a good officer ; he maintained excellent dis- 
cipline ; and t^ongh he opposed all manner of vice, and 
encouraged religion, he was highly respected by the 
whole ship's company. We bad not been long in the 
West Indies, when I became ill, and finding no relief 
from the remedies used, I was obliged to come home as 
an invalid. I accordingly embarked for England in a 
Transport, with several other naval and military officers. 
. Nothing remarkable occurred during the voyage home, 
until we arrived off the Isle of Wight, when we were over- 
taken and captured by four French Privateers, and speed- 
ily carried into Dieppe. 

The Frenchmen took every thing from us, except 
the clothes we had on ; so that 1 lost all my luggage, 
books, and papers, except my hymn book, and the little 
money I carried in my pocket. On arriving at Dieppe, 
we were put into close confinement; but next day the offi- 
cers were appointed to a seperale apartment, and allowed 
to go into the town, accompanied by a centinel. But one 
of our party, having attempted to make his escape, we 
Svere deprived of those indulgences, and again closely 
confined with the common sailors. 

Our prison was an old stable, with only a little straw 
for our bed ; and when shut up at night, the only air we 
could breathe, was the corrupt and offensive effluvia of a 
dunghill, thrown up on the outside against the broken 
windows. This soon affected tbe health of several of my 
companions, and they were taken to the hospital; but 
when a little recovered, they were brought back and 
shut up with us again in this most wretched and disgust- 
ing prison. Through divine mercy, my health continued 
much better than I could have expected; and even here 
my soul was happy, and rejoiced in God my Savibun 
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Of all the inconrcnienccs whict I now suffered, I 
ramented nothing so much as the loss of my hible ; but 
one of my companions kindly offered to lend me one, and 
I gladly accepted the offer. I afterwards purchased it 
for 5 livres; and in the possession of this sacred treasure 
considered myself so rich, that no sum of. money could 
have induced me to part with it. 

In this situation, the officers were disposed to oon'- 
verse with me on religious subjects; and sometimef en- 
quired how I could appear so contented in such circum- 
stances; and I freely explained to them my christian 
tjxperiencci and the never:.failing source of my enjoyment. 
In religious conversation with the officers, and instructing 
the poor sailors, I occupied a large portion of my time 
whilst we continued at Dieppe ; and proved, by experi- 
ence, that the presence of God is sufficient to make a man 
bappy in a loathsome prison.. 

In March, 1811, the prisoners collected at Dieppe 
were ordered to march for Cambray. We accordingly 
set off, escorted by a strong guard of horse and foot. The 
weather was cold; and on the second day's'lnarch, itwas 
very stormy, with snow and hail, the wind beatings diredlj^ 
in our face. It was a long stage, and being enfeebled by 
confinement in such a prison, and unaccustomed to' travel 
on foot, I. was. nearly exhausted by latigue; and 'I soine^ 
times thought I must lie down and perish on the ros^^iof^ 
it appeared almost impossible for me to proceed. But ia 
this extremity, (having ascended arising ground) we w«r6 
cheered by one of our party singing out, ***a' town! a 
town." We were re-animatQ<] by the welcome -news, and 
exerting our little remaining strength, we soon res^hed 
&fi place, and by obtaining a little refreshn^ent, were eufti 
bled to proceed on our journey. By looking to the Lord* 
I also renewed my spiritual strength, and was heartily 

B 3 



•i 



12 

asbamed of my forner despondency. ^aYing a little 
money remaining, I wm enabled to procure i^efreshments 
' on tbe march, as also a bed in the different prisons where 
we lodged for the night; but the poor sailors had bjat a 
yery scanty allowance of food, and generally very miser- 
able places to sleep in. After a long ^nd very fatiguing 
march, we arrived at Cam.bray, and were.lod^d.in the 
Citadel. The officers had separate apartments allotted to 
•Kfaem; kccord^ng to their rank, and I was placed in a room 
-with some captains of merohant*men, from different parts 
-of 4he united kingdom. 

A gentleip^^ ^r^p i^.^s with us in the prison at Di- 
eppe, bjat who h|^ )e|t ^(^p i\po^ bjefore us, was tjie first 
to apcost qae pn Qujr ^r,rif4 W ^^ <5Ua<leL J9^ 0pk me 
by the hapd, ap4 expr<?89ed.gr99t pleas^^e at peeing me; 
observing, th^t what I h^d sajd Jq h^xfk op^ i^p 9p>lject of 
religion at Dieppe, had mad/» a deep ixppression qn hi^ 
heart, i reminded him of the prob^ajsiUty of our never 
seeing our country again ; and. urged him to seek happir 

ness in true religion. 

. 

OPj^i^g s^ttljed in my new situation, it was my first 
c^r^ to fiqd out a. place of worship, and ascertain whether 
^py of my fello^-priso^ers feared .God. I soon learnt, 
tiiat at one placc^i an old genUeman (hiced for the purpose) 
re^d tbe liturgy of the phurch of England. There was 
s^lso a Romi^n Ci^tbQlic obapeU and the French Comman- 
dant bad grantefl a j^oom fpr the use of some pious dissent- 
ers, of tbjd Baptist apd Independant per9uasion# I em- 
i^raced the first pppprtunity to i|ttcad this meeting, and 
gladly joined ifi^h th^m in pr^cf apd praise. 

I was also informed that John Tayhr, of Sunderland, 
a member ef tbe Methodist Society, had been takei^ pri- 
sonet some time before my arrival in France; and being 
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a christiau of long axperiepce^ a^d having zeal for God, 
with a knowle^lge of the acriptpres^ lie began to recom- 
mend religion to bii feUow.j^riAoners i and I believe ke 
vf^s the person who formed Meth.odi^t Societies in France: 
first at Arrass, and afterwards at Cambr ay and Hesan90D, 
and was the honoured iqsjtrmgient ^ bringing many of 
his country-men to the savipg knowledge oi God« 

On JirotlMr Tayl^s lemoiuil' from Cambray, tb« ' 
feiw MetbofUMff ^hat remained with Mr, j4«u, their leader, 
associated with the disscoters in pobitc worship, tfnd Mr. 
Avis preached o0o«Aioaidly ; hmt alas^I «ven here, party, 
spirit made its appearaiu^, and (on acconvt of their doe-^ 
tripes,) occ%a»oped the espvilsiott oi the Methodists* 

The Methodists, abont ten in number, then ai^sem^ 
bled sep^ately : I a^itcd with them, and, at Mr. Avisos 
request, took pharge of the elaas, ae his assistant. We 
adopted evQry part of the Methodist Discipline, and found 
it ^diDJFably calculated to piromole the improTeinent of 
*perpon^ in oar sitttatioo. Wo wcve iinite^i in heart, and 
wntobed over, and cordially sympathieed with each other; 
Ere? y morning we keld a pnhlic grayer meeling, when 
pne of na Bead a portiea of sovipturtf. In the afternoon 
Mr, Am preached, or gave an exhortation, and the rest 
of omr time, was employed in onr class meetings^ and pri.' 
vate devotions ; sio that we felt <' no melancholy vioid;'^ 
Jjo these oxerase^, we enjoyed an happiness that over-* 
balanced .the gloom and sorrows ^t captiirity» 

Brother Avis had an excellent gift both in preaching: 
and prayer, and was a man of exalted piety. In preach- 
ing, he constantly held forth a free, present, and full sal- 
vation,, through faith in pur Lord Jesus Christ; and the 
word^was usually ^cpprnpa^ied with a power which 
greatly affected the hearers. 
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Our congregation increased rapidly; and daily one 
person or another came to ns for spiritual advicCi or ad- 
mission into the society. We admitted persons of all re- 
ligious persuasions^, When they manifested an earnest de- 
sire to forsake sin, and live to God, according to the 
scriptures; and that we might the better judge of their 
sincerity, they were kept on trial for three months before 
they were fully admitted.. In imitation of the societies at 
home, we aiso: formed a Benevolent Fund, by small contri- 
bution^;, and by this we were enabled to>8upply the ne- 
c^siuwa with clothing, and fnrnisli them with the means 
of procuring refreshment on the road, when draughted to 
other prisons ; and in afording such helps, we did not ex<- 
eept those who were even our persecutors, 

April 2Qth.- H^w uncertain are all-oiir enjoy men tsr 
in thisL world! My delightful prospect, of seeing the king^ 
dom of God enlarged, was soon obscured by a violent fe- 
Ter which seized me;: and i^ter a few days' illness, I was 
senHo the hospital, from- whence I am just? returned. For 
several days I was quite delirious^ and on- recovering my 
9ease8,foHBd myself extremely exhausted, and surrounded 
by the sick and dyings In prospect nfmy own diss^olution, 
I was led into, a close examination of my state, with refer* 
enoe to another world, and was deeply humbled by a sense 
of my unfaithfalaess ;. but casting myself on the infinite 
mercy of God, through the Redeemer, I was saved from 
the fear of death, and filled with divine consolation. My 
beloved Bible now lay at my pillow, but I, had not strength 
to read it; I could only press it to my bosom, not from 
any superstitious feeling, but from my high estimation of 
its contents ; for I consider divine revelation as infinitely 
valuable : though there was a time, when under the vio- 
lent prejudice of poperv, I could have burnt the bible,, 
and all the protestants who read it. Through divine 



_J 



15 

mercy I am no^ recovering daily, &nd am thanftfalto the 
Lord for saBbtified affliction. 

27th. Though I am still very feeble, I can now end- 
ploy myself in reading, meditation, and prayer; and f'«n« 
deavonr to exhort, and reprove those about me, at every 
opportunity. My soul is filled with lote to God, and I 
long to be usefal to my fellow- prisoners. Fifteen have 
been received on trial during the last month, and our con- 
gregations are still increasing in number. 

May 5th. I this day ventured, for the first tiq^e, to 
endeavour to speak for God in public, ^nd took for my 
text a portion of St. Matthew's gospel. The congregation 
was very attentive, and theXord was in the midst of us, 
and graciously helped me. Brother A vis preached in the 
. afternoon. He is- a man of an excellent spirit, and is re- 
markably powerful, both in preaching and prayer. 

10th. By the Lord^s help I was enabled to exhort 
in public; and I find that I succeed in these exercises 
much better than £ feared. Sensible of my own utt|r in- 
sufficiency for any attempt of this kind, and being confi- 
dent that this is the cause of God, I constantly implore, 
and rely on, divine assistance, and feel an increasing loVe 
to God, and an increasing concern for the salvation- of 
precious souls. I have found it good for *me to be in af- 
fliction, and in prison; and 1 hope my being here may be 
of some use to my fellow* creatures. 'In ail His'dispensa-. 
tions, " God is love." 

22nd. Our religious meetings now attra(^t general 
notice, and we are ridiculed, and persecuted by many of 
our country-men ; but having met with much opposition 
of this kind in several ships of war, to me, persecution is 
neither strange nor discouraging ; but I feel very much 
•for the poor souls who are just setting out in the ways q4 
God. 



}3U%K llhM-af^f 1^0611 the Lord helfiad mt, wbB«t J 
endeavoured to expound Isaiah eb;ip. il, verde3lal. The 
teftp which I useoQ^pttbUcoccasionis^ are impressed upon 
my mind/whiist I am engaged in private iprayer; or in 
reading the .scriptures; I then pray i'or divine light on 
the paaaanesj, and for liberty af utterance; jai^d the Lord 
grants my requests. When the appearance of a large 
congregation has excited fear and trembling, and when an 
some occasions I have lost all my ideas of a subject, after 
standing up before the people, I have obtained instant re- 
lief in answer to mental prayer^ and .have eqjoyed great 
liberty of speech. ' Whilst the people in general were evi- 
dently affected by the word. J am a wonder to myself; 
and I thank Divine Providence for sending me here. 

Jutt£ t4th« Our coDgpeg&tion8.-areinereasiQgly lafge, 
and wehftve now sixty members in society. Ten of the 
.mo&t'experienced and exemplary members, ^re now mad&^ 
class leaders* Our class-meetings are regular, and well 
attended,; and the members are evidently growing in 
grace. The profane cciutinue>to .perse cute.u's, especially 
an old backslider, who lodges in the same room with me. 
.Jt appears he ha^|been a member of society in England, 
• but has awfully ^Hen from grace. He is one of onr prin^ 
cipal xipposers^ aod does all he can to annoy us. Know- 
ing n^ mistomof rising in the night for prayer, when the 
roomr is quiet, and my room-mates aslee]^ tins- poor crea- 
ture sometimes takes pains to keep awake in order to. dis- 
turb me. He always appeara extremely miserable. I 
greatly pity him, and do not cease to pray for him. 

July.5th. This afternoan I obtained les^ve to take a 
walk in the country, and had the pleasure of surveyinir 
the woks of God in this land of our captivity. The coun*- 
try has a beautiful appearance, and seems to be well cul- 
tivated; though^the agricultural work i^ performed by 



women, old mdB> and boys f^om set en to thirteen ymrt 
of age. The coQScrlptioik'Beebis to ttarTe removed or de^ 
stroyed all the rest ^ for it ii^ rare- to see kQ active yonng 
man, wiio is. nut attached to the army. Provisions are at 
preseQt.p1eDtifiiVaiid'dieap4 Tfa&'tebbath» alas I is osn- 
ally spefDtio' dancing and other diversions; and fhe peo- 
ple have no^ei to refirpve theii* follies/ or in^trnot them in 
the kpoiKiledge o£'tr«e religion. I'feel*ttioob pity for 
them, andi wish I conld speak the language so as to be 
able to- shew them the way of salvation. In the course of 
my walks, I met with several gentlemen wboConld speak 
goodenglish, and appeared *to be very sen^fbli) of the bit- 
nation of their coantry. ** Our cbnrches," said they <' are 
made stables, and our children are torn from ns, and de- 
stroyed in the war, and we dare not complain ; '' and they 
contrasted their, own situation with the liberties and hap*- 
piness of the English: bat whilst conversing with me, 
they often betrayed their fear of. the 'policsi. £* said in 
ihy heart, how happy art thou, O my' country I but not 
thankful! 

July I2th. We are increased to eighty members in 
society, butarestill opposed by many of our countrymen, 
who, in addition to sneers and insults, sometimes seize the 
food and clothes of our people. This conduct would be 
severely punished, if' made known to the Commandant; 
but we prefer snaring such wrongs patiently, and our 
members generally dp so, praying tor their persecutors. 
The ;Con|niandan:t has lately made enquiry respecting our . 
profession, and whftn informed that we were Wesley an 
Meth,odists, he expressed his.approbation» and issued an 
order for our protection* 

Sept. 1st. As the prisoners consist of seamen and 
soldiers from all parts of the United Kingdom, our socie- 
t^y iiiclu4es persons of all religious commnnions, — Roman' 
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Catholics,-^ Sc<^b Presbyterians^-- Dissenters,—- and 
Cbnrch of England people; bat we are all of one heart 
and of one soul, and from being depraved and irreligioas^ 
as british soldiers and seamen generally are, onr members 
are become devout followers of Jesus Christ. Certainly 
this is the Lord's doingf and marvellous in our eyes. 
The advantage of knowing the scriptures, appears very 
manifest in the natives of Scotland; but they often express 
their astonishment^ that with a knowledge of the bible, 
and being accustomed to the outward forms of religion, 
they remained ignorant of the power of godliness, and 
slaves of sin, until brought to the saving knowledge of 
God in a French prison. The Roman Catholics are re- 
markably devout, and frequently exclaim against their 
former delusions. They can scarcely have common chari- 
ty for their priests, who led them on in gross and de- 
structive error: and it is delightful to hear our members^ 
of all descriptions, testify of the grace of God in our love- 
feasts. Most of them profess to have olear experience of 
justification by faith, and are seeking entire sanctification; 
and amidst the scoffs and insults of the wicked, and all 
the inconveniences of oar situation, their conduct cores- 
ponds with their profession ; whilst others appear truly 
penitent; and all with tears of contrition and of joy, praise 
God for bringing tbem .to this place. 

Sept. 9th. Otir^wordiy' brother Avis is now so un- 
well, that I fear we-'shaH^iose him; but sensible of my 
own inability, I pray^hei^rd to spare him for the sake 
of those precious soi^ oaDtoiig ^bom the Lord has greatly 
blessed his labours. The aiiiowance which the French 
Government makes for oui^subsistance, is very miserable, 
being half-a-pound of the poorest beef, with a small quan* 
tity of coarse bread and peas, per day, for each man ; so 
that if it were not foi: the assistance obtained from home. 
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iboasandft of poor fellows mast saffer greatly from want 
of food, during a long imprisonment. Bat a small weekly 
allowance from tlie subscriptions at Lloyd's, enables them 
to procure some additional food; and otber necessaries. 
May the Lord reward oar kind benefactors ! 

16tb* Brother Avis being ill, the speaking in publie 
now devolves entirely apon me ; and in this work 1 am 
often exercised by distressing temptations and fears ; and 
I painfully feel that the **/ear of man bringeth a tHare;^* 
especially when I observe persons in this congregation 
who are better informed than myself: but by lifting up 
my heart ip prayer, I generally obtain relief from embar- 
rassment, and when I have read my text, have great free, 
domof speech, whilst the word is evidently accompanied 
with power to the hearts of the hearers. The society 
still prospers, and 1 hope the Lord will' provide food for 
this needy fiock. 

I have now full liberty to visit the hospital whenever 
I think proper. 1 consider this privilege, as an answer 
to prayer, and am thankful for it, as it affords me an op- 
portunity of visiting poor Avis ; and 1 find that the soften- 
ing influence of affliction in a strange land, disposes many 
'to Lear the truth, who iu health are profane and careless. 

29th. Spoke again in public with mixed feelings of 
sorrow and joy; — sorrow for our brother who is likely to 
be taken from us, but thankfulness and joy on account of 
the goodness of God towards me an unworthy creature* 
This afternoon 1 was informed of the arrival of a Blacky as 
a prisoner of war,* who proved to be an American Aletho- 
dist, and had a talent for public speaking; so we gav6 him 
the right band of fellowship ; and invited him to preaeh 
for tis. 
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Tiie cifcaniBtavx^ of :a )4a^ mail preaching, attrao^ 
ted an unaanal nuviber ol hearers; ai^d poor Avis being 
laid aside by illae8«, I ag). ibaotLfol to God for this 1U10&. 
peeted helper* Oa visitHig brother . Avik, I iouuA him 
extremely ill, bat filled with divii|ye peiMoa and JQy^ aa hap^ 
py witness of that fall salvation and its blessedness which 
tie ^as accastomed to pteeLfih to as. H€^ exhorted me to 
take courage, atid'persetere in the work of the Lord, 
whatever tcisils or dhcoaragements I might me^t with; — 
m^y the Lord enable me to fgllbw his advice, and excel- 
lent example. 

30th, This afternoon brpther Jay preached again, 
and the word was attended with mach power, many of the 
hearers were greatly affecte4; some convinced oftbeir 
sin and danger; and others rejoicing in the Lord. 

Oct 8th. I To»day I received the sad news of brother 
Avis's death; and though I have for some time expected 
tbis event, 1 was overwhelmed with sorrow, when 1 con- 
sidered his great usefulness in the cause of God, and my 
own insufficiency, on whomtlie chief care of the society 
must now devolve. I retired for prayer, and whilst em- 
ployed in this exercise, was greatly encouraged by the 
powerful application of that promise, " I will never leave 
' thee, I will never forsake thee.'' 1 then went to the Com. 
mandant, and obtained leave for thirty-'two of our srciety 
to attend the fuatexal. From the hospital we passed in so- 
lemn processioiiL through great part of the town to the 
burying ground, singing a funeral hyuin; and when arri- 
ved at the .grave, I read the burial service^; me then suiig 
another hymn, and i concluded with prayer. 

Our sorrow on this occasion was very great — Owr 
brother Avis was a most exemplary christian, and had 
been exceedingly useful as our spiritual guide, and n^afiy 
rfigarded him as their spiritual father^ 
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Maay of the' tdwn Vpeop(« attended, to witness tbis 
mevrnfal scene, and mingidd tfaieir tetf s with ours. They < 
kP6 Certainly a very feeling people. 

12tb. I endeavoured to speak from Ist Corinthians, 
ebap. xiii, verse 131h, and was greatly assisted. I after- 
\vahfs'niet two of the classes, and we had a very profitable 
season, the members being all in pnrsait of christian iloli- 
ness, and resolved to endure all persecutions patiently. 

Idth. Tbis afternoon brother Jfay preached our late 
brother A vis's fnneral sermon ; I could not attempt it, for 
it would have been too much for my feelings. The room 
w^s crowded with attentive hearers; many stood at the 
outside, and many of the wicked were powerfully impres- 
sed, and C^ied aloud for mercy :--rI admitted several into 
the society.. Thanks be to God, the. kingdom ofsatan is 
daily losing its subjects, and our society is still increasing. 

i20th. TUis.moriiing the sacred fire was enkindled at 
our prayer meeting, and spread through the society : many 
of the bearers were also greatly affected: our Saviour 
was. truly present with us, according to his gracious pro- 
mise. In the afternoon one came and informed me, that 
himself and two more had spent the whole night in pray- . 
er, until they obtained God's pardoning love, to the great 
joy of their souls ; and indeed the whole society seem to 
be 'earnestly following after holiness^ They often weep 
at the remembranee of their former manner of life, and 
pi'atsetheXord for sending them here, in the course of 
fris providence. * 

1i5ih. Having got oar meeting-room repaired' and 
and white-washed, we assembled again for public worship, 
and it was a very profitable «ime< In visiting Uve iiick in 
the hospital, and attending ^mp variosa meetings* I find 
fnU employment for my time, whilst aU^nr members are 

c2 



22 

employed tiironghout the day in reading* meditation, and 
prayer,, and in exhorting their old companions* What a 
wonderful change divine grace has effected in^these men; 
and how delightful it is to me, to see them thus employed 
and happy in God ! 

29th. Tbi^ morning whilst speaking in public, I was 
so overwhelmed with a sense of divine love, that I could 
not proved, and all present were greatly affected; it was 
a time to be remembered. I afterwards met the society, 
and admitted several on. trial. There has been a great 
mortality among the prisoners in this Dep6t, but we are 
now more healthy, and the usual number of deaths is great- 
ly diminished. This is to be ascribed, under GQd, to the 
supplies we now obtain from home, especially the sub- 
scription at Lloyd's. ' I think there could not be a more 
useful charity ; and many prayers are offered to God for 
our generous benefactors. 

Nov. 3rd. I have been much tempted of late, to de- 
sist from my public labours, and on this account bave^had 
many inward' conflicts; but experience has taught me, 
that *'j^fter a storm there cometh a calm." The Lord 
was in the midst of us to-day, and we enjoyed an abun- 
\ dnnt oiit-pouring of the Spirit. Some of the congregation 
were smiting upon their breasts, and crying for mercy« 
whilst many others were rejoicing in the Lord: — this gra-. 
cious season will be long remembered. 

ilth. This morning T did not enjoy my usual liber- 
ty in exhorting, and in the afternoon I felt uncommon 
harrenness ; but was afterwards, surprised to find that the 
people were profited : — this gave me fresh encouragement. 

IQth. Mr. RohetUmu of the dissenting meeting, waa 
^th us to-day, and gave us a very useful sermon. He 
appeared to be much in the spirit of christian love. His 
colleague, ilfr. T., seems to regard us as a sort of QeriticSi, 
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and will not. associate with us ; bat we can make aflow^ 
ance for his prejadice, and believe he is a good ohristtaiu 
He posseses considerable talents, and his pnbltc laboara 
Are made nsefal at their meetingsi We strive to maintain 
the " Unity of the Spirit" with onr dissenting brethren ; 
ibr the wicked are always watehingto observe any incon- 
sistency in us professors. We still increase in nnmber, 
and the experience of onr members is- increasingly deep» 
and solid. Persecution stitl continnes, and two of our 
members, who were very promising, are gone back, but 
I hope to recover them. 

23rd. A circumstance has occurred' which grieves 
me exceedingly: an effbtt has been made to divide our 
society,, and thirty members have been persuaded to leave 
us.> Tea- of thiese soon repented of their conduct, and re- 
turned to us; ten joined the Dissenters; but alas! the 
other ten, becoming unsettled; have returned' to their for- 
mer sinful courses, and are even become persecutors. £ 
greatly deplore the party.sptrit, and unholy zefal, which 
have produced such consequences; may the Lprd fofgive 
the parties boncerned in this unchristian work* 

25th. In my visits at the hospital, I go from room 
to roqm, and pray and converse with all who will hear 
me; and I have much encouragement in this laborious exi> 
ercise. As I was speaking to one of the sick t^-day, a 
black man in another bed called to me, and on approach- 
ing his bed, 1 perceived he was extremely ill. On enqui- 
ring how he was, he replied with great earnestness, " I am 
a dead man, and have been a vile sinner all my life, and 
God will not have mercy upon me." I said, •* how do you 
know that he will not?" herepiied, eagerly, ''something 
within tells me so." I answered^ " tell that somethings 
ttiat Jesus Christ died for poor black meUi and all the sin** 
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ners in the wprld." At this saying, tean gushed from bis 
eyes, alK) with all hi*'str«ngth he cried niito Ood for mer- 
;oy, lad thfen sfiid in % (one of greatest astonishment and 
Earnestness, "and is there merey^forme? for me, a poor 
black man?" I said, "surely there i», or yon could not 
4htts Istm^tmi your sins and cry to God as you do: it is 
God's mercy ihat ^iliposes 'you to do so,^nd the Lord 
,will save you.'' That instant he was enabled to ti^ast in 
divine mency through Jesus Christ, and hope appeared in 
his emaetafeed countenance. As I was about to leav^ him, 
he said again, •*! am a dead man— I have eight years' 
^ages dae to me, and I have no relations— I wish to leave 
you my wages, by making a Will." But it was a rule with 
me to decline all such offers, lest any should suspect me 
pf base motives in visiting the hospital; so I positively re- 
fused, though the poor black pressed me to accept hJLs 
offer. As I was leaving his bedside, another poor fellow 
^alleid to me, and as I approached him, h^ wept aloud, 
and cried, ** I am undone — undone for ever and ever — I 
am a lost soul ! " I waited until his agony of grief had 
somewhat'subsided, and then enquired, why he had such 
views' of himself. He replied, ** O Sir! I heard all you 
^aid to the black man, and particularly that JesUs Christ 
died for sinners." I said, ** do you believe this ?" *• Yes 
Sir," said he, "but I am worse than the black man." I 
^skedhim why he thought so, and, with streaming eyes, 
he proceeded to say, " I was born in Scotland, and being 
brought up in that church, I was taught to believe tbat if 
(>redestinated to salvation nothing could harm me; but if 
I was not elected, I could not be saved. My parents took 
great pains to instruct me in my youth, and set before me 
a good example; but before I airrived at manhood my fa* 
ther died, .and I was left without ]*estraint; for being an 
only child', my tendeir mother "Was too ibdiilgent, and I 
soon gave myself up to all manner of vice." Here he 
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d^eplysigbed^ and bis tears' flowed afresh. Rf?covering 
a little, he added, ^'My mother perceiving, *at last, that 
•her little p^perty was nearly exhausteil by my extrava- 
.^iiDCe, expostnUted with me, saying, My dear son, if 
76a go- on thus, we shall be thrown out of boose and 
Ihome, and qaite mined — bat I am unable to relate the 
whole. My mother married again, and I enlisted for a 
marine." 

" You know, Sir, a' marine's manner of life in a ship 
of war: — mine was alife of sin and misery, and in conse- 
quence of my wickedness, I am now here cin'tbis bed of 
death."—^ After a little pause, I said to him. Do yoa 
' know that passage of scripture which saith, ' Give all diii« 
gence to make your calling and election sure?' ** Oh 
Sir!" said he, *^Ido; and since I heard you speak to 
the black man, I believe it.^'— I said, you must come to 
God« just as yod are, as the Pr'Odigal aiidT 'Publican in 
the gospel,, and Jesus Christ will save you, evea althe 
i^leventh hour. Put away erery thing but * God be merci- 
ful to me a sinner.' On going into the hospital the next 
day, one of his room-mates informed me> that the poorma« 
rine had been weepmg and- praying ever since I lefthim 
yesterday; and on- going ta him, I found him happy in 
the Lord. As soon as he saw me, he exclaimed, as load 
as he was able, ** Oh, Sir! I havQ found the Lord Jesus 
Christ! all my "pain is gone, — I long to depart,— for I 
know Jesus died for me." He also expressed a wish to 
make bis Will in my favour, but I refused/ for tbosam<» 
reason as before. He died the same night triumphing in 
hope of glory;, and the popr black man left a glorious tes- 
timony also. 

These death-i}ed -scenes made a great impression on 
the patients generally, and they afterwards received my 
visits with thaAkfutoess. 
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STlhw On retnrning from the prayer meeting this 
morning* an old man came to me, reqaesting to be admit- 
ted into oar society*. On enqairy, I found he was a 
Scotchman, sixty-three years of age; I asked him if he 
had lived without Christ all thi» time;, and "be replied, that 
he knew nothing of God or a Saviour, nntil he attended 
our meeting » few days since, t said, ^' have you not 
read the bible?" He answered, " Yes, I was a christiaa 
outwardly, but I now see that my heart is full of sin and 
wickedness ^ and what to do I know not: — sixty-three 
jears of age,, and hell before me !" He wept, and cried 
aloud, ''What shall L do« to be saved?" Many of the 
wicked collected around us, and heard our conversation, 
which I could not regret, for. I had great liberty of speech, 
and gladly consented, to. admit the old man into our so- 
ciety. 

29th. TTe have now one hundred and thirty mem* 
hers in. society, and twelve class-leaders, including bro- 
ther Jay and myself. Sinners are frequently convinced 
at our public meetings, and our members are evidently 
growing in grace. Our love-feasts are both lively and 
solemn; though some of the members are rather noisy: on 
these occasions* I do not encourage noise, but ratherre- 
oommend speaking. clearly, and simply of our experience; 
but we cannot always prevent the loud expression of the 
strong emotions, of our souls. The poor old Scotchman 
exclaimed aloud in the love- feast to* day, " I am out of 
belli — I am on praying. ground ! *' We sympathised with 
him, and offered heartfelt praise to God. 

After the usual trial of three months, we have admit- 
ted into the society, a Mr. H., captain of a merchantman, 
who bids fair to be a very useful membelr. It app^ar^ his 
parents have been menibers^f the society in England for 
many years, and trained up their too in a regular attend. 
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ance on religions ordinanees t but as he grew.np, and waH 
placed bejond the reach of parental authority, he gate 
way to his passions, and indnlged in the wickedness 
which is common among seafaring men, until he became 
a prisoner in this Citadel* His convictions and distress 
of soul were at first very deep, and his conversion very re* 
markable. He states that for sereral years th^ thoughts 
of death and eternity greatly troubled him ; bnt he did 
not yield to conviction until he heard onr preachinjg. ** I 
was cnt to the heart/' said he, ** and retired to give vent 
to my grief, for 1 was ashamed to do it in such a congre- 
gation." We admitted him on trial as a sincere penitent* 
and counselled and encouraged him* He renounced at 
once his former sinful conrsea^ and companions; and soom 
obtained peace and joy through believing in the Lord J6^ 
sns; and is now valiant in the cause of Ood. He is 
humble, and benevolent ; and as he receives large supplies 
from home, he does much good in helping the poor breth- 
ren , or |iny person who appears to be io need. la not 
this a brand plucked from the fire, and probably a blessed 
fruit of the prayers of his pious parents ? Some of our 
society now profess to enjoy entire sanctifi cation ; their 
natural passions and propensities being all subdued and 
governed by the grace of God; and from a very particular 
notice of their. deportment, there is no reason to doubt 
their testimony :-*tbey appear indeed to be ** New erea^'. 
turet in Ckriti JestuJ* Others believe this full salvation Io, 
be attainable, and are pressing towards it; whilst a few 
are still in doubt .and fear* and appear determined- not to» 
rest short of clear experience, 

Dec. 1st. This day, brother Coohi one of our cla^s lead^t 
ers, began to speak in public. He is a Soldier of the army 
of Spain, and had the advantage of being brought up a« 
mong the Methodists in England ; m^ has been for som.Q 



time, » fatthfol »nd'«se(nl' clft»»<l«»d<Br. - He deKVered- « 
▼ery solemn discouiTse, which wft» well .r^oeived by 4he 
people. Sarely " God Is Love/' and saw my aflOiicftion 
when oar good brother Avis was taken from ub, and has 
raised ap some valdable helpers. 

7th. Having obtained a Tone Book from Yaleneeines, 
thirty of our members are become proficitnitis in singings 
and make onr prison resound with the praises of God. 
There are nowfoor of as who preach ini nrgmlar rbifeaftibn. 
i'meet all the elass^leadera otice^ a w^oek; : tod between 
visiting the sfek, add atteading o^r vM*ioiis^mfedti»gs,' f aoi 
oecvkpied from three or fdnr in'>the mornhig; tShtil'nine^ at 
night; and all onr members are itilly empldydd in the ter. 
vico of ihe Lord. We maintain a regular oorrespoadenoe^ 
with oni^ bf^kren in dth^rparts of France, and nbw tbbre 
are Methbdi^t socieliesv with preaehers and olaals^leajdera 
tn almost every Dep^tof prisoners; andwefaaVe^the sa- 
4Mactiott to know, that tih^ work of the Lord prospers ia 
.iBverjJ plaee. A t OivU^^e-Rey^ Mr. Wolf; of 'the <5hu<rck 
of £B'g!land, h^s laboured tery faitbfiiUy, and witb' consi'- 
tlerable suctess: among the prisoneirs ; . and in otn: isociety 
lhel<^» <brotfaer*J. Alilis preaches wkh great' acceptance. 
And others^are eomtag toward to assist him. At Surre 
'iLibre, we lrav«.ank><^*ea8ing society, oompOAedehiefly of 
^Soldiers iaken^ in 'Spain, t At Arrntt, Vaiewc^iueSy iBud 
"Lvuf/wy, wealso'havo sobi^ties. At Besarn^M, wte^hate 
•about feiir hundred andifiityimesirt^ers, a^d^dre onr^exw 
cellent bother < J. Vaylcfr, and'Othvrs, labour with great 
^sUdcess. ^i^amfatray being* a rei^iting ]>ep4t, odr mem^ 
bers are subject to great variation^) from the eireunlstance 
gf frequent draughts to other Pep6ts« This was painful to 
us at first, but we arc now sensible of the advantage of 
bur people carrying the light of truth with them, where- 
ever they go; and thus it becomes the more widely dif- 
fused. 



Blst. Aaofheif of our clMs-leaders has began to 
fepeak in pnblic^MMi isiikely to he.rerj useful as a preach- 
er* I ftip- frequeDtiy eaLeroised by- most painfol toward 
conAiots; bat, by instantly looking unto God, 1 obtain 
relief: and after these storms of temptation, I generally 
«jijoy iB »ireet,calm-ryaa, an heaven below :— praise God, 

my sonll 

Por some time past, onr thoughtless companions hat} 
been preparing to keep cbrietmas ; and having obtained 
liberty of the Commandant for three day9, the qitadel 
was such a scene of drunkenness, swearing, and quarrel- 
ling, 1^8 I scarcely ever witnessed before, and four of my 
flock were carried away by this torrent of iniquity. This 
was a great grief to me; but I went in search of tbcm; 
and, after some time, found them in great trouble of mind. 

1 prayed with them, and hope they are now restored peni- 
tents, and will be more on their goard in future; wiiilst 
their fall j^eems to be regarded by the whole society a^ a 
warning to watch and pray, lest they enter into temptation. 

Jan. 1st, 1812. This morning I gave an exhortation 
in public, and the Lord was with us. In the afternoon, 
we held our love-feast, when the testimony of all was 
pleasing; but that of a black man especially, excited tears 
of joy from all present We are at»this time one hundred 
. and fifty -members, besides a considerablei number on trial. 
We are of different > ages, from sixteen to sixty-three, — 
from different parts of the world, and of difibrent colours, 
. having among us iseveral. African blacks. We were for- 
. merly of diffrent creeds; but, for the most part, ignorant 
of religion, and profane ; but by the grace ot God we are 
- DOW of one heart and soul, following after christian holi- 
ness; and in this pursuit, our pviaon is to us a paradise I 
Surely this is the Lord's doing,, and truly wonderful* 
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I hav« sometimes secretly wished, tbat some of oar 
regalar ministers from Englaod might come to us, at least 
one for each Depdt, even if they were taken prisoners: 
bat we hsTe here ample proof, that the Lord can make 
Sailors, Soldiers, or Fishermen, His instruments to con- 
vert sinners from the error of their ways. To God be 
all the glory ! ^ 

Feb. 3rd. Having at the reqaest of the Free Masons, 
bnried one of their society, I yesterday preached a fune- 
ral sermon. Oar congregation was very large, and heard 
with great attention. Some of the free masons were for- 
merly among our persecutors, bat they are now our 
iri^ds, and some of that fraternity have joined our 
society. 

15th. As I was walking alone to-day, M^. T., of the 
other meeting, came to me,' and Said, rather abruptly, 
•* Are you perfect ?"^ 1 replied, 'Mf I «v ere so, I would not 
tell you; but Ibis I can tell you, tbat I am unspeakably 
happy; and that I luve you, and all mankind.*' Bui 
said he, *'do yon expect tp be cleansed from all your sins 
in this life?'* I answered, '* it is written 'The blood of 
Christ cleanseth from all sin.' " ** I know that,'' said he, 
'* at, or a little before death." I said, ''do you not give 
death the glory of our salvation rather than the blood of 
Christ ? *' He then fell into a violent passion, and left me. 

March 1st. When we are locked np in our rooms at 
night, I uHually give an exhortation to my room-mates, 
who are captains and mates of merchantmen, .and some of 
them extremely wicked; bat the Lord has already given 
me two captains and four mates as the fruit of my labour, 
and hitherto they have proved faithful. Another dear 
niap^ an English pilot, who was much given to drink, pro- 
fesses also to have felt the word of reproof and exhorta- 
tion, and appears, resolved to forsake his sinful habits. 
I am thus encouraged to persevere with my room-mates. 



Hay IsU The weadidr being myrfine,^ I ret olf ed to 
preaoli itt the open air; I aiseoirdiagly stopped the society 
and informed them of my intention; adding* that if they 
.feared the'oppoution I might meet with out of doors^ they 
had better ^leet in th^ room» apd brother Cook woald 
preach to them. At the time appointed, I went, and 
stood on^ the steps of the storehonse; but as I was about 
to begin, fear and trembling seized me to such a degree, 
that I could scarcely open my hymn book. I ventured,' 
hawerer, to give, out the hymn which begins with, 
. ''Come ye that love theXord,^ &c.^ my fear immediately 
vanished, and my soul was filled with the love of God* I 
had only snug a few lines, when our whole society joined 
me. Their voices filled the citadel; and in a few minutes 
we bad mope than a thousand persons collected around 
us. I had great liberty in speaking, and all appeared io 
hear with attention until we concluded ; we then received 
a little abuse from the wicked, but having made a begin- 
ning, we are resolved to continue preaching abroad, as we 
find many will come to hear in the open air, who are either 
afraid or ashamed to attend in our preaching room. 
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loth. Whilst preaching in the open air to-day, T ob- 
served many of the congregation in tears; and we find 
that twelve persons at least, have been awakened since we 
began out of doors; and these have joined the society. 
Many of the French inhabitants attend these meetings, 
and by their reverent behaviour, form a striking contrast 
with many of our own countrymen. But thanks be unto 
God, some of the most wicked in the citadel are frequently 
convinced and converted unto God ; and thus the king- 
dom of satan falls^ whilst our society increases. 

31st. We have in this citadel tWo Scotchmen who 
make a great noise, one declaring himself to be Jesus 
Christ, and the other professes to be so filled with the 



Holy Oh^tft, tMt 'M IMti 2»>#l tir «rittVe?te' vMf faim. 
I^heth6r Uk^ lire fiad, ot* MlAisiM/ r^OKMMM^riy^ iytit 
I tbink they ftfe €«rlAliily pdH^iftdd Of <lhdMdW9til{ tdr'ft- 
tnidsC thelt fiejpi^ktitig feeHptfure i|>iifl(Mg%«, liiid'4A(kiiig of 
pnedestiniitioii, thdy ii^fkr aod M^sj^ettt^'HiMil'iriBiiiefl- 

Jtine r5th. Joined a few mbi'e to Xke kMktlf ; '^6^ 
'be to GoAf Ha is still car'ryii^ on &i8 wofic kmbilg as* A 
^French SUlioner lately' informed me that he eoUM ft6* 
cure Wesley's hymn book for ns. tTe tejoided at this 
iotelligence) and gave biin an order for four dbzen, at four 
Vranks, or tbree and fourpence a copy. When the parcel 
arrived, we shed tears of joy; and kneeling down, gaVe 
thanks to God for snch a treasure in the land of bar cap- 
tivity. Having at first bat one or two liymn books among 
us, several of oar members have taken the pains to copy 
the whole volume in imitation of prrat, and have furnished 
some beautiful specimens of penmanship ; but as we now 
procure printed copies, the time will be saved for other 
purposes. 

SOth. As I stood up this evening to preach out of 
doors, I was seized with fear and trembling; and found 
it necessary to hold my hymn book with both hands, or it 
must have fallen. .1 had just' power to say iii ward ly, lioM 
help me ! — and I was immediately filled with light, and 
love; and had uncommon freedom'of utterance* Surely 
this is the Lord's doing, or 1 know not how Ihe^e facts 
can be accounted for. 

3Qth. It appears that ten persons were deeply con- 
vinced under the discourse from Job, chap, i^vei^se 21st: 
we have admitted them on trial, and they appear to be 
truly penitent. Fifty persons have already been brought 
to the saving knowledge of God, by "the preaching in'the 
open air; and we hope to gain khahy more before winter. 
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agrMd:u .pjr«ficb» ia 4bMi» U^nif out ^^fdoQUi* 

Aug. 15th. Another of our little flockis removed hy 
death; and has left a glorioas teatimony. The hoapftal 
nurses, who are nuns» ("and attend the sickflrom religiourf 
I'potives J took great notice of our brother's peace and joy 
during his la^st itlness^ and were constrained to say, 
** Tl^ese are the people of God." And even the Catholic 
Freest' who attends the hospital, speaks favoarably of thcf 
Wesleyai^s, We saug, as nsual^ from the hospital to the 
.t>urying ground ; and were a^ended by a great number of 
the French people, who appear to feel an increasing inter, 
^st in our religious 8orvi<;es. 

4 

91$tr The ei^eipiea of religio|i have latejy abused us 
exceedingly : four violent fellows were particularly f^otivQ 
\Vk i\n^. opposition; and grossly asisaulted one of our mem- 
hfiX^ to-dayi as we were, ^oipin^ from our meeting. 1 
^.tpod stilji ^^lidst tb^ ^.H^j^k.i ^^^ none of tbeni touched 
ipp/ A fe^ 4a^s, ^t}§^ t^i8,outra|;e, the chief persecutor 
camQ to h^A^' me Qi^i 9( 4oo|*t|, wbiUt I wa^ endeavouring 
to pfeach from Romans, cl)^p, xii, verse .2^st| *'Benoi 
overcome of etil, but overcame evil witk good/* The poor 
?e)Iow was cnt to the h^art, and falHng flat tipon the 
'ground', cried aloud In great distress, ** What shall I do to 
1)6 saved." I went to prayer with hhn, and hope he i% 
iTuly penitent. Our thoughtless opposers know well, th'aft 
by complaining to the Commandant, I could get them se^ 
merely pwiusbed for their rioiojl« abns^; but they say it 
irns never knoHfu that a Methodisl g9it «oy person pv 
nished : and from our patienca, thpy tak^a eaoonrageweii 
to insalt ua, Hovever, thraagh c^iviae morcy, some of 
ihe worst are now coaverled to God, wA vc have hope 
oonccfning t\^e res^. 

39t % . 
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Sep. 14tfa. Another draught is about to leave this 
citadely and a number of our mejnbera are iad«ded m it. 
By removals of this kind, J am qow left with seventy-nine 
in society, and a. few on trjal. But by the dispersion of 
our members, I tr^ist the light of troth will be increasing, 
ly diffused. We hear from the ether Dep6ts, that the 
work of the Lord still prospers, though opposition and 
persecution are common in every place. Being a Aative 
of Ireland, my poor coi^ntrymen often attack me, calling 
me a turncoat, &g., for leaving the Catholic Church ; but 
some of these, tiho have bee|) brought in; and Irishmen, 
when converted, are exceedingly zealous in the cause of 
God, and labour to bring their countrymen to repentance, 
and have succeeded in various pleasing instances. 

Oct. Ist One of our members after hearing my ex- 
hprtation to watchfulness, told 'me, in great sio^plicity, 
that he was so filled with love, that he was confident he 
never could fall. I cautioned him to beware of self-con- 
fidence; but he soon gave propf of human weakness, by 
being guilty ot improper conduct. From this I took occa* 
sion to warn others, and gave him such advice as I judg- 
ed needful for his restoration. 

16th. A young man who had awfully fallen from 
grace, so as to become a persecutor, and several others 
whom we had lost, have lately returned to us. The breth* 
ten received them with joy; and those persons greatly la- 
ment their baoksUdings. 

. Nov. 1st. .Thrbugh>flivine grace, I am now greatly 
delivered frpm the painful fear which I ^ave so often felt 
in my public labour^; and I have now less anxiety re- 
specting the constancy, of our memberii4 Thank the Lord, 
tbey are evidently advancing in knowledge and christian 
experience; and though we are abused by the wicked, 
and zealously opposed by some protestant professors of 



religtoB* who regard ns as a kind of keretict, our niembera 
s&ev, by hoHnesa of life, and happineia in affliction and 
death* that their faith is genuine. 

dOth. I have received an inritatioii ta lodge in ano- 
ther room; this I consider a providential opemngi as I 
hope to be in the way of greater nsefnlness. But another 
trial fhas just happened to ns ;— after expending one h«n« 
dred franks in repairing onr meeting-rooniy we were 
obliged to leave it. Another is offered^ bat it is far too 
small for ns, sathat when the weather does not permit 
oar preaching abroad, we crowd as many as possible into 
our little place, and great nomhel's stand withont, amidst 
rain or snow, daring the service. These ^te trying cir* 
camstances; bat we aro refreshed in the ordinances of 
God ; and. as oar difficolties abonnd^ the more are we filled 
with peace, and joy, and love, 

Dec. Srd. I continoe my visits to the hospital,, and 
many of the affiicted are seeking the Lord* Oor hospital 
is kept very clean ; the nnraes are attentive,, and the sar*- 
geons attend twice a day. There is also a Priest who 
says mass twice on the sandays, uid several times in the 
week. In witnessing these vain forms, as I pass along^ I 
am reminded of the goodness of God, in saving me from 
ihe. superstition of the .Romish €hacch« and giving me to 
enjoy the vital, j^o wer of godliness. Bat I am often aston<- 
ished at observing the very different manners of oar 
eountrymen a^d the French people, with regard to reli- 
gion. Thoagb the latter have no bibles, and ace ander 
the inffaence ofpop^igh saperstition,. they shew great rev- 
erence for sacred things, whenwe converse with them, and 
when they attend oar meeting^: whilst the major part of 
oar countrymen' only attend to ridicule and disturb us. 

Jan. Ist, 1813. This being the first day of the new 
year, we held a lore-feast as usual ; and every one present ' 

D8 
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•po^e his expeKtno^ :H-;it #as a reFroBfaiiig teaton; ' I 
joined sis nciore to tfae socibty; aod Ihey appear 4o l» iti 
good earnest. One in pariioniar blesses tk^: day that he 
was ieikem (iri^onar) for itUs caj^piirky iias Jddrto the s&Iva. 
tlon of htasoiil : — and^ indeed^ avchts oijr religtons enjof4 
nient, that Ire are all thankful to God for brkiging us here. 
I faatre jfiat r^^seired some -pleasMl^ inteliigtxiee froii onr 
brethren in tke othtor Depots; and in. every fUate tiiek 
^od work tprD8if>ers« I reaid, the letter to the sbesety, afad^ 
all, with one Toicei gai'v f)caaBe t6 Oltd^ and ,Wfth dne4ie- 
cord ponred ^at our .hearts in frajer for o«r i»tiKiw*»prtpon-i» 
elra, our icing /and coBttd>y^ and parti ^uiarJy iia the fanb* 
stivers $lLioyds, withoot whose aid,'etn:sit«atlon, asito 
cibtward things,woiuld be dtsatal.:-^we tiialik'God whb Isas 
put it into the. -hearts of ovr bomiflrynieh at heme^ lo;Ikeip 
ns poor captives. 

'Sfd. tti preachihfe \bMy, t ehpy^d gtfe^t'iiBferty ; 
ikrt wa'safteVvgrrddT^aittfully exerci^^d With tettfptiitJoris. 
Tfife Is dftisn rtr^ case Wfth me; bbt off rfll my eie^cises of 
thi^lhid, a teinptutidb to vain glfory— to think thatl am 
of'g'ottre rttiportstncie in fljfe work of God— grieve's in*e Yhost, 
aiid I am bfteirharrassed with it; bvti I am too conscious 
ot my ighdrance and weakness, to indulge such notions ; 
aWd "by looking unto'God, 1 bbCaiu deliverance ; and'llBnd 
that iny various inward conflicts, ensible me to sympathise 
Wiih others, whilst they keep me at the foot of the cross. 
Brother Jay, t)eing'an American, is ordered to join a pri- 
vateer at Si. M^oes, and is thus obliged to'leave us: — we 
pearled in tears. To-d^y I joined ten mote to the society^ 

^ , .3l8ty paving to preach this afte/noon, I employed, 
the f(|re pairt pf tl^e day in endeavouring to find asnital^le 
texti but could not' fix on any .one in the whole bible* 
The time of meeting drawing nigh, I was greatly perplex- 
ed, and*knew"not what to do. ^ I prayed again> and again, 
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bifi'iA wafc darknbfs. c I cbnid not ibilik 6( ihtppotntln^ 
the coi^r^giELCiop, ua4 wir sfnUd to meat the people. 
Wben the tiinv avrlk^ed, I went trembliDg, abd praying to 
God for li«i{»; bot 1 kadiio.B«oMrl»^«ii id give out tlie 
byiiiti, tbaii iiglrti^ivi iill^aiy uiiid! my hetfi was filled 
with divine love; and I waa enabled to speak with extra'- 
ordinary liberty*, llii» ooDgregation generally, was in 
tears ; aad it appears that at least five persona were con» 
viQoed of sin, and turned to 6od« oa this occasion. How 
fks^onishihgy. IhM the Lord shoald employ i^cb a poor 
. feature to declare His trnth to theso people I I thanks 
fiiUy adore the. hand that condncted ne to tfaid plaee, 

: Fekk Miiu In preaoUn^ toi<d«y^ I waa filled with 
matter, and had -great freedom .of uttel'a^&ei'wthia ialiis^ 
sailing with a fair wind. • The brjetbren Jackson , and 
Co6k» are active and acceptaole preacherSj and the work 
still prospers in our hands* Praise Ood^ O my soul ! 

'2Mr. 'AmAer of Joar dear-brethl-ti) Iim jvst e«^ 
cfaaogad wdHAs ; 'he alao dMl ti^kiiaf)handy) and w^ ba.. 
riied hi)ft' iai bar isamnaiinen ^Bmther Jacksqnpreacli^d 
the fttoedai'SWrAioa ii^ the, afternoon. JKIaB^^f the inhabit 
txarta attended, ^anxd t^MoJiletftdd greM teaienanesa ^uria^ 
the wl^le kei^ioe.. > Wto OoQimaiidant, aiid S^i^hcfa -peo|^a 
geves^ly, ane very hind afld attentive to as. TUe^ at 
finrt dmtiBgaUhad as by the name Eelidr<ers, hut now they* 
sliyle^sMcfthodistay or Wesley ants'; and by attendvngoar 
tiMeiimgay and. eottv-efttng with ns^ they acqnice.at^astt 
some knowledge of Methodi«m% 

JMarbfa Itod^ We hkre a^in tita« linndred and thirty 
anenifaers In saoaety, aaid they evidently inereate laiknow*^ 
hsdige, and in ihe love 6f Gi»d ;* 4EHid ithe work in other 
parts of VnTnoey still spreada and ^rowa* 

March l5th. Addcdeigh^lndrc to the society. In-' 
ckrdkrg-tltoBe whotaVe teeH dtatagbt^d'tb 6t1i«l' prhons,* 



w« flLrenow abovt foar htindred menibm. Bleated be 
Gmi I There is now much talk of peatce ; and at this news 
the whole eitadel U in an npiroar.. Bnt our aociety re- 
mains nnmoTed (►y those things* each member being dis- 
posed to say, with oolni roa^nation, the will of the Lord 
be done.^ • 

31st, To-day I wrote to Paris for more hymn bpoksr 
we are in great want of books, especially bibles. Ehtvin^ 
among us a copy of BateUr^s Stnni*i Reti, Bervusy't MedU 
taiumtf the Life o/Mrg* Rogen, and a few Moffozines^ we 
make the most of them by lending, and even sending them 
to the brethreii in the other prisons. In thia respect, wo 
have *' All things common," bnt wo greatly desire an in- 
ciease of our little library. 

Oar sitnation as to food^ is now much improved, po- 
tatoes being plentiful and ehoap : ttid on these, with the 
addition of a little salt, aud^a draught of good water, we 
are now enabled to feasiin the eitadel ; aarft » person may 
live tolerably well in the town ^t about eigbtpenee per 
day. The prisoneia appear clean on the Lord's day» and 
by far the greater part attend some place of worships bat 
t|iere are aliU some who will not be persuaded to pay imy 
attention to religipn:! — we pity, and pray for them. 
Though; the weather is still unfavourable, I begfin to-day 
to preach agaiti in the open aii^, and two of the most pro- 
fane persons in the cit^eU whilst hucariog the word,. ccied 
out aloi^d,. " Clod, be.meeciful lo.uii sinners;" ai^d I truat 
they will continue to seek jihe Lord. 

April I5tlu We thia day held our love-feast, and all 
were cheered and comforted; except, a few. who cannol 
rest until ''Christ ia formed in them the hope of glpry.'*- 
We now enjoy unusual peace, for most of those wbjo wece^ 
our chief persecutors are converted to. God. Our prayer 
meetings are ei^ceedipgly well attended, and our singing/ 
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attraots iD$iiy who are, fond of miuio.; nod feTonil who at- 
tended at ftrat from no h^tt^r motive* have been conrert- 
ed, and are now steady, membera of societj.. 

It is often very affeeting to see- men, who have been 
itout-hearted soldiers and sailors^ weeping at the remem* 
brance of their past sins, and teachable as children ; and 
many of them when first conv-ineed, pcay and weep day 
%nd night, until they obtain peace through (aith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. , •'. 

doth. This morning, after muster, I received notice 
ia quit our preaching^room, as a large number of prison- 
ers lately taken, are expected In this citadel. I informed 
the society of this painfid' news, and exhorted them to 
trust in the Lord, and cleave to each other ; and we gaf • 
ourseives to prayer. -Thir'isttho se«*»d-tnne; that after 
wr iiad been.at considerable expenoe and labour^ in fttttng 
up a rooms we have been obliged to leave it But we trust 
the Lord will provide ; in tl^e mean time, we must liold 
all our meetings out of doors« ... 

Brother Cook preached in the open air, and had great 
liberty, and a very attentive congregation. I preached in 
the afternoon; the weather was unsettled, and we had a 
few drops of rain« but the congregation kept their place 
until we had finished; soon after it rained excessively. 
A French Priest who was present, observed, ** I do be« 
lieve these Wesleyans are the people of God, for whilst 
at their devotions* even the clouds favour them.'* 

May 15th. To-day one of the schoolmasters kindly 
offered me the use of his school-room, during the time it 
is not occupied by the school. I thankfully accepted the 
otTer; but found, on trial, that it was too smali to allow 
the members to sit down ; but we stood together as close 

as we pouldf ^nd thanked God for sucb sq a^commodfi^ 
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ticm; Tilts sdiooliiadterwas' at one time a ^ielettt bppe^* 
ser^ bu^tltaiik»'be'taOad<w6& cftAdesMf^'eiiefaiiet to be-^* 
come friendn.* . • * 

3Ist. Brotttcr Jackson preached in the opetr air, 
9,nd delivered an excellent discourse: we were aliede-' 
fied'i ^nd many of tbe bearers were pricked' to the heart.' 
Our citadel is new so foil, that there is no probability o^ 
oiir obtainiiigf a larger roon»; 'and Hence, after a'iittl'e cbn- 
snitation, we resolved to build a small chapeh Taoeord'^ 
M»g^y b^gaD as^tfsorJpUaa i and; considerii)g;our, Qiream* , 
atanoea, perhaps there never waa a gre^tej^ 4ifV^y <^f 
ehtiaiian Vberalityt tbim qq tbia OQcaaioQ, :^<-<|h|reQ k^^f^ 
dredUvreSk vabie tei^peofie sterling* wofe f^ubsqrib^d, 8|( 
enoe. Some of the. poor mfpi^b^iis f|b9t«jw4 irgv^ %b^ 
eommoo: nef^eMatm oi U^ for 4f ys .t^e]b()f ir«. tba|t the^^ 
might hd able to: eonlribfUtf pnCpCihfftr t^ntj aUowajie^j 
Mktr^.haU naked, k$i»nfca<ftlbwr ahiitVi^ Ko^ah^aSy.c»«»9 
fiacwavdwilkthek Iw«»ii09%fl»c]|» At nm^ tl9v^93^<€lisi^n 
of zeal I was greatly affecWxitj ftpd fWSM^d. t^H. *mh 
persoQs h^ better keep their money to procure some net 
cessary clothing; but with tears they- entreated me to al- 
low them to' contribute ^eir Qiite, I received their mo- 
iley, but next day we macfe a coltection it| ilie society, and 
procured necessary clothing for them. Otir members 
who obtain supplies from home, also gave liberally, ac«> 
'cording (o their ability. I applied to the Commatkdnnt^ 
and' he readily granted a donvenientspot of ground,, where 
we have the advantage of a brfck wait on one side ^' and I 
agreed "v^ith a oarpent^r i9 oonstfftot .the e^^r purts of 
wood. On tbe S8th in#tantj, the work was^begui^ W^ 
assembled on the Qccarion« song an hymp* and pray^^d; 
and 1 exponiHied a ip^H of |ho fourtb pba^ti^r of N-eber 
fniab. On^ co^gregatioti was iai;ge» pi^nd jn<?lu4ed piapy 
of the iobftWiiiiita; and all. were vfr^r %tt^ptive, Qiyr 
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.«Di^ieB«eem «stoiif»he<) ai ^^ur.proiMiediqgr' and.caiiiioC 
H«i«gin0f lio V 1i[a^c»lv «c<9omplisb suefa a. building. Our 
.Bi«aib0v« xbeer^oUy assist the wopkmea, and. we obtaui 
«aid frVm'piost <iittexjmcted |[iiarter8« One who has been 
'« gPfMStrpljigiae tok me i^y Jus pppoution» .gav^ me seren li* 
VT68; iind«n«tber,,persDa who was^nceinveterate.ag«ia«t 
•«l^.gaye^«9D ^ree4iv^es« 

Jude l§th. Ostt Utile l^hnpel )^»g 6lMifa«d»iiv9eii«s 
>«ft^ «p^tt^ ttlbf )^<blic (HTM^yp, aird>I s(M»ke oo't^e vvea- 
'in<yti, frMa N^e^alb^ <elMjp. i^i, ^mna tmh. lAtomt Are 
'iBbiddlebf itafy diisediits^ th^r^ ftppeffired a* gvaa^tseaaaltoi 
ailKMJvg tlie f^ple,< and otrvtminkir ^esly idkclartfd Jit 
was the Lord's doing ; and from tbat time they ofeumtfi^io 
disturb OS* Some French g:entlemen, with the Comman- 
dant, were present* He afterwards sent for me, and en- 
quired how we prisoners could find means to erect sucb a 
place. ' 1 ex^plained to him the nature of our religious 
union, our number in society', and the amount of oilr 
' s^'bseriptid^Dis. He es^pfeasedtiis a)l probation, aadvisbed 
i^u^'M^e^: indeed tiiis officer bas^ 'frt>m the* beginning, 

doth. * To-day I paid the last bftl for the erection bf 

our little chapel, and find it has cost us upwards of fite 

hundred franks; and though ft is an hntnble place, it Is 

««rtaiitly: a: jnamini^nt of ^haly «Beal% • Brdther .^ckson 

"pveaehed; apd we all enjoyed a refreiaiiiiig season. 

' Jttly 15tli. I'^have jtinit ^Fbtakied ' a very settsbsaUe 
relief by a remittance from iny friand at Fortstnovth. 
Oh I -tile. goodness of God! who so -richly provides for 
both soul and body :-^l desire to be thankful for all his 
ttcpcies. 

^Aug. I6th. Ouir «ongiiegatioii ia^ so iacreaaed, that 

- oQir new chapel is aJready too small folrus. We also h^ear 

strange reports respecting the saecaas of lebe Busfian 
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army; and we p'erceiTe that tlie townVpeople are ia 
great dread df the Cossacks. Bat we dare not be itaqal^ 
aitive as to these matters ; and the people are very reser- 
ved in comaiiiDieating to us, from fear <$f the police, fitit 
we suspect there must be something extraordimkry^the 
matter, for we are now more closely confined, and the |o#Yi 
is in an nproar. I^nt such news or events do nnt nj^^fth 
afiect me; and I would rather #itoesSy or hear of thpodn- 
quests of my redeemer. Captain H., of the merchai^^- 
vice, having for some time studied the scriptures, ^^q^ 
much prayer, and having otear experience, is now be^^i^ 
ona of our public speakers,- and is both courageous pt^ 
fsgthfuU ^ 

Oct. 1st. We began our love-feast at one o'clock, 
and Continued until four. The Lord's presence was with 
us, and we enjoyed a refreshing season. Many of tlie 
penitents are set at liberty at our love-feaSts. 

Another of our flock has escaped to glory I He h^d 
been a member for more than two years, dnring which 
time, he walked very circumsppctiy, and. had clear expe- 
rience of converting and sanctifying grace. From the be- 
ginning of his illness, he had a firm confidence in God, 
and a delightful hope of heaven, 

I preached a ^neral sermon, to a large and maeh* 
affected congregation; and next day two persons, wb* 
had been bitter , ofpposel^, came to me for adviee, being 
resolved, to seek salvation. 

Dec. 1st. We find that the Besan^on Depdt' is bro- 
' ken lip, in consequence of the advance of the allied armiea, 
and our flourishing society there is now scattered. Sense 
of them are arrived here, fatigued by long marches, and 
in want of every thing. > We made a collection auid pro- 
cured them some necessaries. 
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. { %&iH : 'I' (unndiad a faheral sermon fot* another of 
o^ V,i!<^^9il^;».iLe waaavery pious character; antl left a 
g)o^ipa9;lefti]|itoDy:--'it wi^s a profitable time. Since our 
b^etl^}iei|| tybaidiasentera, liave held separate meetings, 
U^ey:||a?iM>^<^ iu peace with each other» and ttiey do not 
iA.len'fei^ .irfihi«8 5' «a we enjoy the sweet hafmohy of 
<^^d%niib>9^'afod th»9 is. both good and ploasant. 

*' "• Jaii: 1*8t, iai4* We began the new year as rfsual, 
with praise and prayer, in our several apartments, as we 
eoald,pqli a3semfoldin^ the chapel kt an early hour. We 
afteriya^d? b^ pur love^feflii^ ^ud it was a very reCresh-i 

22tid: The prisfoners of war in this part of France 
are now fOarcblog daily t6 the south and west, in conse- 
quence of the advance of the Russians ; and to-day, the 
first.party leaves thi^ oitadel, including a part of our socie- 
ty ; so we a&Heq^^lpdfor tfie.last tii|ie, in our little chapel; 
and gave oiireelve^ to prayer. I exhorted the brethren 
to cleave to each other on the march; and. at every place 
of halting raise an alter for God, We ^ept and prayed, 
coraniending each other to God, unjil wfe were obliged 4o 
.tear ourselves from es^ch other, aod from a place in which 
we had c.DJoyed such spiritual, delights, and witnessed 
astonishing displays of the power and goodness of God. 

^6th. As the second draught is ordered'to march to* 
Vlfliy, I' sold our chapel for <me hundred livres, which I 
•divided among the poor mtitttibers, to enable them to pro- 
ciirejuecesaariea on the tiarch:— we parted witli prayer 
,aad floods of tears. . . > ' . 

2^fa. To-day r It id adieu to Cambray, and marched 
foi^ Tower-a-Towers,' where we arrived safe in the even- 
ing. • Having giVed ray poor brethren all the money I had, 
l^now found myself pennyless, fatigued, and hungry, and 
had ' no means to procure refresliment. I dffbred my 



'Vffitph for. «a)e» bfit cottld.fiod'OQ pirebsffBr^ Adhk^ not 
irbl^toclo; Imt imvingsetired to abye^plaoefftryfittyey*,. 
I wat pefresjiad in vpidt, «nd feU con^dwioeiln^}^, AHil 
^niira r^wigiHMiQn to fiis mlL Jks I iirOM Dmn niy 
l(Ae«8» ml0ndmg.lo walk in BeliiieBMott ti iwH'o^6^df4|r6 
^ocieij* who saidrhewiBsiooliiiigiorBiey'ibnlitir; B., iHhb 
was gon«rl6rw«trdi had'givenkiin'fiveiMnlnibrAitti^'VBI^ 
was 9 most seasonable 0aj[>plj| ^nd my beart ovc^0|)w«d 
ii^ith gratitude. 

" N«Kt day we srl^ved at PoictldrsV ^nd wei»e lodged 
in a niost/filtby bar^aiski and tbe'prisbtterii so '<froWded 
together, tbat they had scarce room to lie down. 'Biithy 
the gopd proTidence of God I obtained a,tflace iq %n a. 
partnient With some captaiasi where we were more eom^ 
fortable than many others of onr countrymen. 

31^. Having collected the few members that are 
here, we held a meeting for "Worshtip in the open air; 
some of the 'profane began, as usuail, to ridicule and op- 
pose n^; bait here also, the Commandant afforded us bis 
countenance and protecUony and ftllow:ed'me to go into the 
town, and visit the hospital whenever \ pleased. During 
our stay here, I aho received ah acceptable pfopf of 
. christian love from one olT our Calvanist brethren. Sua- 
pecting that [ was in want, (which w^s really the case) 
}ie kindly sent me five livres. I soon after received a 
supply from^home^ by w^y of Pdris» and was thus enabled 
to repay my kind beaefaotors» laad also assist niy poor 
brethren. Having continued i/a this place about tas 
weeks, we were again ordered to marcb; but, thank God, 
it was towards our own country, and the time of our. deli- 
verance Was now come. Peace was proclaimed; and the 
French people around' us hoisted the whitQ cockade^ and 
regarded us as friends. 

Haviug ;arrivod tft.<Stt 'lML0es> ««d slept dhene two 
nights, I obtained a passage to Jersey in a Fxcnch vessel^ 



infk we w«f© Qiodititodly welodmeil by dofr eKmalrymetti 
^ii)d> ik»kiBdiai«i|fil*lily o^ ih# p€N)pte of F<)«*e <>ali neveir 
•bh ftmgpktm 4>y n'»^ ' awiog^oar |>o«epty> «li«y imatfidialeijr 
.aMi^<a .«iib0iipl»Mikto dMhwy>(Mir«o«u3l|*hire, aad pr«io«vb 
.«« «Bee68Mlea» «QC| fre«M<l as <li> vti^ until tb^ ei^enllig, 
.tbst vtbey MlgM do Nftore far tts ; but being a&JLkms to Uke 
4lMifi««tt owfcd^ we lelt tUo«e g«flei»otf8 pe<ypl6, fiilld on *l*e 
^ted. of ApriW 1^1^ l^broagk^ t4i^ tedder meroy of lAjr 
Gi<>d^ L ariiiyed. 8«fei> at PortsfWo^tb, bavlteg beeA tliree 



. . / 



^iie ntcwmt of R^Hgixm SMeiiei in the BtitU% jffavyr 
ff^itff ike tHlnfanee of a Speech deHodred at the F&urik: 
jhtiiii^sttfj^. 4f the Pf^oiah and J^evdnpoft ^eihel 

■ VhiiMi 

IjATK OF HIS I^AJSSTY> ^HIP .TOJfNA!iT«- 



It WAS ot)8erTecl by one of tho speakers, tbat **the 
salVatioHJDf'one sailor, fe of vast importance^ on account 
hf the tttfibenceofilach a manV character among his ship- 
itiat^.**' I fblMhe force of that observation^ for I haVo 
been a >»^tnte8s <ot its trnth ;: atid by yonr permission, Slf, 
1 wifllbriefly relate to this meeting, what I have #iCnes- 
* sed oYi board a man of war. ' 

K will iiQ don bt be recoUeoted by many persons pr^- 
sentj that early in the springof 180S; theToNl^ANT, of 80 
gtlnsj. was commissibnedatid manned in (liiB port, underr- 
the eommaud of Sir Edward PtsHew. Her crew, when 
compbtMl, consisted ioftr56 mien : — i: was oneof thatnum^ 
ber. Among:«s there was one solitary inditidnal, 6f ^6- 
r Wgmi^ ohftiiaoteri^'iriiM^ tkmt wtka. Bitfh RUevie :r^h&. 
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BOW rf 9id«0 in tbe eiHj of Bri«tel» ami i» greatly respeeted 
.i]|y all wbo know hinu This man attraated general at£en** 
ti.Qn.as aoon as he oame oa.b.oard» for he- had no sooner 
gone, below t than {Eneeling ddwn between- the guns^op the 
main deck, he prayed in an audible noMer for divine p«o- 
teetion and aasistence in his new s^ip» and for the bless- 
ing of God npon the whole of the officers and ship's crew. 
This strange act of devotion excited the utmost astonisb* 
ment among the men, jnrho surrounded him in crowda ; 
some gazed in silept wonder, others laughed, some blas- 
phemed, and others commended ; whilst some slunk away 
as if unable to endure such a sight. From this time, 
Hugh Roberts was always ready to vindicate and recom- 
mend a religious Ufe, to reprove hardeoed sinners, and 
exhort all to flee from tjbe wrath to cpme.v Ii^ ^i^ ^^X 
he had full egiploynient, fpr. tl^ere was seldom. an. hqar to- 
gether without a crowd of men being collected arofind him, 
until the Master-at-arms interfered, and obtained an or der 
to prevent the men froin .assembling in sach numbers a- 
bout the deck* T^nt at the same £hne our Captain shewed 
his respect for Hugh Roi^erts, by ordering him to be ex- 
emf^ted from all ordinary duties on the sabbath dajj. 

For \he spacip pf .tW9yc^r8 hp contl^^ed to exhort 
"and instruct his. shipm^es, privately, until he had tbe sa- 
tisfaotioft to perceive that ifeVeral had bfcpme very atten- 
tive, and majaifejf ted ^opd . 4esi^es, . lie theu felr tM it 
was his duty to form* a reUgioiis society, and establish 
meetings ifor worship, both in pnbli? am) private. He i|C- 
,cordi^gLy pcopo^ed to.bis few associates to meet together 
in the launcl^ upon the.bopms^ for the purpose of prayer 
and. singing; which tl^ey did. for several evenings; but 
some of the offieera were offended at this proceeding, and 
.^complained to .'thg Gaptain,. who forbad their, meeting in 

, :^ .Ne*t «w>^ng, J^fh Jtohects and ;hi* uompwitoaa 
went between the guns on: the n-ain deck, hung up a Ian- 
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tettif afid in* a pttblio manner ^bmmbnced tbe w6riht|> of 
God. ' The officers did bet oppose this; and the practice 
i^a^ cbiiliBti&d erery evening (except when the ship's duty 
pfevefttt^) ^r seren Of ^ eight years^, whilst the shl]^ r'e- 
maiiied in eonivmissictni ' - ' v • i i 

Frajrer^ singiiig, i^eadibg, and exponnding the scrip- 
tairedy alternately occujpied those sacred hours. Weather 
was never allowed to interrupt those meetings. Often 
\kiye we knelt in salt water wlieh the sea was washing 
over the decks; and often have we been obliged to hold 
fast with one kiand» Whilst we held' our hymn book with 
the other, to keep odrselves iVom falling by the tossing 
-KHil tolling of ^e dhi^j Whether at seal or in hat'boiirViii 
' B*ri1ish oi^ Foreign ports — onr meetings were regularly 
held'; 'and' when lyitig at €7oirtm^, £ts6bfi/ or Cadiz^'y/Q 
were ^f«i»ii «ttti^btihd«d % ei^owds of S^aniai^d&i Siid Pdf- 
,tiigv»^.^ ^hp s^em^d tpveberatepnr dervbtiDiM/and won- 
der jett'SUch a scene in a Bvitish^man of war..> 
. . The public laboars Qf Hugh Roberta were soon 
crowned with success among his shipmates; 6od greatly 
--owned: the word of His servant, and the l^arers felt the 
'Aree of ' divine ta*iitli. Some- who oadiaiOiit^of ^ariostty, 
abd bthers with ' a, design to inoek,' wi^ra: oofrstrained to 
pray; and repeating their visits, became serious seekers 
' of salsation. Tiiey renounced their si^Aful besetmehts, and 
-became. M new ere^titr^s.".' In a short lime, some of the 
7 most' wicked rmen on' boards swearers, drankhrds, lyars, 
attd unclean pers6ns> were transformed into meek, hum- 
-blc foildwers of Jesus Christ; a woiUdier to themselves, 
. tliaiF officers, and shipmates; and-- dn about two months 
the reiig(io98 society amounted to about thirty souls. 

' ' These men were well acquainted with their duty as 

seamen, and none could be more read'y or diligent; so 

' tbait on liiis groiindi n^iihdpttieir officers nor shipmates 

•cQkildjever lisppuaoh themv > But on account of their relt* 
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a m«n sppeaM. to be reM^iPfiK anA hmi. Aawd.Ips d^eob. 
atom l^y jpmiDg.tbp 4Q«i«ljF» tiMjot^igto^ $qoii tproad ta 

eye^ 6ejryi*,tlurtJa«k,44r^T^ra;^^-f^imi bM^t^^ •ml 
the person beqame the sabject of £^|»^r«A rei|||ii;k,;. UQT 
GQuld th/e Methodists, /or some time, have any peace a- 
mong their measmates, topmates^. or watdiinates ; bi\t 
amoQg themselves they, bad both peace and. joy in God.; 
whilst they g;loried. in perse<;ation^ and r,eproacbes for 
'Christ'asale, 

/ Besi|d^..th^ ^^ly i^e^anp ffm JwW«b verflhXp,,lte 
members. of. aocjetgr »^ t^gtt^er i^thii shpp^ fp!re,Qfa%ii«i 
for. prayer and reljgioi9«. eonversaitlpQ ; and hi tbia« «a]i» 
instructed and edified one another; aiMil «eo9. aft^r lite 
formation of this little ^m:ol^ the religion, of tthe-mMlr 
.bec9 was pat tp the^tfift, hjr. t^bjaiUe qf Tr»£a|gar«. 

£nax|»ectatioii of » general engageineet Wiith the ei^iiw. 
bined fleet of the enemy, the Methodiets consiidef<ed^ that 
as their lot was providentially east in a abipi of war, it 
was th^. da^y to fight in tt» eanse of their eoentrf ; and. 
as* they aow p^ofei^sed to enjoy thali reKgiea wiiiek raises 
,iMrUls abov» the fear o£ deaths eowairdiAe wowldviiotviilJsr. 
be^a eriifte«». a. ntMrtiai peiot of mfr, b*t woiihtAlalo.be 
reproachful te their neUgieos pvofesmeii : they IhereloQe 
prayed oftto God^. to iaepire iheni withfartitade, and give 
sticness to Hia Majcaty's atms. Oat the evening pvaoed- 
ing thje aotion, they had a- most solenmi and iMecealiiig 
meeting, for the special, pwrpose e^ commvAicatirig Uk^auiilk. 
other the state of lheir.sQQls. . They spofcfi^ fieeluigly aUtf ; 
faitbfolly o£ their cbruiiaa exfferience, th» evidence of 
tbeic aoeeptanee with G4Dd*. and their hopaa respecthag 
that eternal world into which, in all probubilit]/^ they, 
were now on the po^nt to lannch. 

1 1 was solemnly and delightfiilly ailetiing Ik> hear the 
answers, that were made to the qnesitotis of, our fhithfrnl 
leader^r^sacbas, " WelUJeck, or Tom, or.QiU« how 19 it 
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with your soul? what if a 'shot to-morrow ahonld he the 
messenger of death to you? how are you affected with 
the thought -of so soon appearing before God?" — One 
would reply» *^l kbow whom I hav^e believed* and I am 
persuaded that He is able to ke^p tbat.which Ihavecom^ 
mitted unto Him against that ds^y." Another would say, 
'* I know that my Eedeemer liveth^ and though I am.kiU 
ted and. thrown overboard, and'fish destroy thi^ body, yet 
in my flesh shall I «ee Gocl/* A third w^ould exciaiiu, in 
the Slanguage of the. t'oet, 

' <* FeiiHesR of heU and R»i««t^l death, 
TW bi^ak thro\t«:h every foe, 
Xlie magt.ofi<iiw«itd)|ir«i««ffaiih . 

Shall bear me conqueror through." 

■ 

t*o our great comfort it wa^ founds that most of the 
members were saved from the sting of death; and some 
were willing rather to depart and be with their Savio«tr« 
They spent the most of that night in.devont oonveraation, 
in prayer, and praising the God of their salvation. About 
twelve o'clock next day the action began, and the Ton- 
nant was engaged in the hottest of the battle, having a 
Spanish line of battle ship abreast, on the larboard side, 
and a large French 74 Jiaid on board on the starboard 
quarter, both of which were taken by the Toanant In 
this action only one of the society was killed » and another 
wounded. ^ ' 

It was remarked of the member who 'was killed, that 
though actively employed in the performance of his duty, 
amidst tl^e tremendous noise of the battle, be was heard 
serenely singing, ** My Jesus hath done all things well," 
when a cannon shot struck him, and instantly removed 
bim to another world. After the action, the ofBcers of 
the Tonnant were pleased to make public and honorable 
mention, of the courage and activity which the Methodists 
displayed on this occasion. ^ 

Some time after this, another of the members died on 
board. Pdor Joe was one of my messmates, and had 
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been ill for some time; but tbrotigb all bia affliction, and 
in tbe agonies of death, his Saviour^s praise dwelt upon his 
)ips. and. some of his last words were, 

" r lone to behold him array 'd, 
( > Iflth slory and tight ftom above.'* ' , . 

Wfs bnrled bhn in Corrnna; and though the superstitious 
Spaniards would allow him no place in consecrated ground, 
we prepared a grave in a bye place, and committed* 'Dust 
to dust, in certain hope of a glorious resurrection." j^no- 
tberof the members being ill^ was sent to the Royal Hos- 
pital at Plymouth, where he finished his' course with the 
joy and peace of a true christian. These we^e all that the 
society lost by death ; but from tfa€i system of draughting 
the men from one ship to another, as is common .in the 
navy, and by being detached on various services, the nun)- 
ber on board the Tonnant was subject to variation; but 
■this alfibrded an opportunity of diffusing the knowledge of 
.Chrtst in other phips; whilst in the Tonnant others were 
brought into the way of truth, and filled up the places of 
-those who had been removed; lintil, in 1B12, theship'waS 
• put out of commission. The society was then dispersed 
into many ships, where they began a new career of usefolr 
'ne<s, with various success; until' at length the arrival of 
'jieaoe restored tlmni- to their country And their homes. 
Several of those men are now livihg in different parts of 
the kingdom, and prove, by their sincere and persevering 
attachment to the cause of Christ, that the religion which 
'they experienced in a man of' war, was no less than tli« 
power of God unto salvation. 
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